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Preface: Beyer (1992); DeLancey et al. (2003)

The Tibetic languages, consisting of a number of modern dialects such as Central

Tibetan (db�s,góx².), Khams Tibetan (�xms.) and Amdo Tibetan (a,mdo.), are
typically written in the Tibetan alphabet. The writing system of Tibetan is rela-

tively conservative, re�ecting the phonology of the prestigious Classical Tibetan.

The modern Tibetan dialects (New Tibetan, NT) have undergone tremendous

changes in their phonological systems compared with Classical Tibetan (CT).

Roche (2017)
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Question 1: The Wylie Transliteration

The Wylie scheme is a method for transliterating the Tibetan script into

Latin letters (Wylie, 1959). Some examples of the Wylie transliteration

are illustrated in the following table.

gi, �x, tx, '�̧r, mo, Òxl, de, bxÄod, ²x, nx, §x,
gi khra ta 'phur mo sbal de brjod nga na lda

sog, bsxm, k�n, gxy�, ïxb, Ã�, büos, ße, d½id, êod, �xg,
sog bsam kun g.yu thab rgyu bzlos skye dpyid spyod brag

Read the examples given above and transliterate the following Tibetan

texts (13')

Answers:

bdx², �ol, ®x, lugs, bàeb, bx×igs, bxÆx², Êxm, �ed, gzx²,
bdang grol lta lugs bsleb bsgrigs brkyang rnam khyed gzang

¹�g, 'ïxms, j�s,
phrug 'thams jus
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Question 1: The Wylie Transliteration

Step 1. Decode the phonology.

Classical Tibetan has complex consonant clusters�brag (CCVC), sbal (CCVC)

and brjod (CCCVC).

Then, since Tibetan is an alphabetic script, how is phonology mapped onto

orthography?

Step 2. Reorder the examples according to the complexity of the syllable

and text.

gi, tx, mo, de, ²x, nx,
gi ta mo de nga na

�x, §x, Ã�, ße,
khra lda rgyu skye

'�̧r, sog, bsxm, k�n, gxy�, ïxb,
'phur sog bsam kun g.yu thab

Òxl, bxÄod, d½id, êod, �xg,
sbal brjod dpyid spyod brag
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Question 1: The Wylie Transliteration

Step 3. Decipher the vowels and roots.

What are the vowels signs for i u o a e? ai,a�,ao,ae,a,
What is the root consonant for a syllable? gi,g�,go,ge,gx. di,d�,do,de,dx.
!! A consonant with a vowel is typically the root and letters with super-

scripts or subscripts are root consonants.

gi, tx, mo, de, ²x, nx,
gi ta mo de nga na

�x, §x, Ã�, ße,
khra lda rgyu skye

'�̧r, sog, bsxm, k�n, gxy�, ïxb,
'phur sog bsam kun g.yu thab

Òxl, bxÄod, d½id, êod, �xg,
sbal brjod dpyid spyod brag
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Question 1: The Wylie Transliteration

Step 4. Decipher the superscript, subscript, pre�x, su�x and secondary

su�x.

Now we have decoded the root, what do these extra scripts stand for?

Super- and subscript: r: Ã�,bxÄod,�x,�xg,, l: §x,, y: Ã�,ße,d½id,, s: ße,Òxl,êod,
pre�x, su�x and secondary su�x: ': '�̧r,, r: '�̧r,, g: sog, �xg, gxy�,, b:
bsxm,bxÄod,ïxb,, m: bsxm,, n: k�n,, d: bxÄod,êod,d½id,
!! If a character appears in these positions, an additional consonant is

attached to the root and no vowels should be added, e.g.,nx,k�n. mo,bxsxm.
de,bxÄod. d½id,êod. gi,�xg. bxsxm,sog,êod,Ýed,Òxl,.
dbx², is not dabanga, but dbang.

gi, tx, mo, de, ²x, nx,
gi ta mo de nga na

�x, §x, Ã�, ße,
khra lda rgyu skye

'�̧r, sog, bsxm, k�n, gxy�, ïxb,
'phur sog bsam kun g.yu thab

Òxl, bxÄod, d½id, êod, �xg,
sbal brjod dpyid spyod brag
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Question 1: The Wylie Transliteration

bsgrigs

pre�x(b)+superscript(s)+root(g)+subscript(r)

+vowel(i)

+su�x(g)+secondary_su�x(s)

བ�ིགས 

prefix

vowel

superscript

root/radical

subscript suffix
secondary
suffix
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Question 2: Sound change in Tibetan

The following table displays some examples of the typical sound changes

that have occurred in the development of the Tibetic languages from CT

to NT (Central db�s,góx². Khams �xms. Amdo a,mdo.). Read the examples

given and write down the modern pronunciations of the following Tibetan

words (17').

Lhasa ©x,sx. Dege Õe,dge. Bra-blang �x,�x².
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Question 2: Sound change in Tibetan

CT > NT
Central: Lhasa Khams: Dege Amdo: Bla-brang

1 � skra > tʂa tʂa htɕa
2 རི ri > ri ri rə
3 འ�སེ bres > tʂɛ ndʐe ndʐe 
4 བ�ན bdun > tỹ den hdən
5 �ག drug > tʂhu tʂhu tʂək 
6 � bu > phu pu wə
7 དགའ dga’ > ka ɡa hɡa
8 �དོ khyod > chø tɕhø tɕhol 
9 གནོ gon > khø̃ tɕen; ken kon
10 མ་ེཏགོ me tog > me to me thu me tok 
11 མགོ mgo > ko ngo  ngo 
12 ད da > tha ta ta
13 ཉནི nyin > ȵĩ ȵin ȵən
14 ཡིག yig > ji ji jək
15 ལོ lo > lo lo lo

sprin (1/ 3/ 4/ 9/ 13),'brug (3/ 5), mda' (7/ 11), yod (8/ 14), lud (4 5

6/ 8 9 10 11 15), dgu (6/ 7), gri (1/ 2/ 5 6 9 12)
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Question 2: Sound change in Tibetan

Answers:

CT > NT
Central: Lhasa Khams: Dege Amdo: Bla-brang

�ིན sprin > tʂĩ tʂin ʂən 

འ�ག ‘brug > tʂu ndʐuʔ ndʐək

མདའ mda’ > ta nda nda

ཡོད yod > jø * jol

�ད lud > ly luʔ ləl

ད� dgu > ku gu hgə

�ི gri > tʂʰi tʂi tɕə
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Thank you for your attention!
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